
SHARON J. OSCAR

Rockville, MD 20852 i ,'-
Re: Docket Nos. 98N-1230, 97P-0197 and 96P-0418

Ladies and Gentlemen: / ::..

I am writing to express my concern over the forced molting of
hens. Not only is this starvation cruel, but it could lead to
salmonella poisoning and is a health concern. ...,,l:l‘ c ,- ,,

The FDA must do more than simply place bacteria warning labels
on egg cartons and regulate egg refrigeration temperatures. The
FDA should prohibit the practice of forced molting because it has
been scientifically shown to promote disease by destroying the
starving hens' immune systems.

The FDA has the jurisdiction to ban the forced molting
practice by virtue of its injurious effect on human health. The
FDA should ban the forced molting of laying hens because forced .q;,
molting is a primary cause of infectious diseases in hens, eggs and i
the consumption of eggs. me crwlty of the hega_ggd tI&Q

are Qirectly_lialLed.

The FDA was petitioned in April of 1998 to ban forced molting.
That petition should be granted without further delay.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. ',;-.;..,-  -;: ,:.:, .,; A....'



ii

Rockville, MD 20852 :



HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

CROSS REFERENCE SHEET

Docket Number/Item Code: 98N-123O/C584

See Docket Number/Item Code: 97P-0197/C585
96P-0418/C584


